Google Keeping Us On Our Toes!
Fri, Jun 26, 2009 | Posted by Doug

Over the past week | have seen the SERPS in the UK fluctuate massively, with sites coming into the top
10 for acouple of hours or even a day and then returning to outside the top 30. This has been happening
for anumber of terms such as ?lights?, ?hotels? and ?travel insurance?. The SERP | have most closely
been monitoring is the ?car insurance? SERP with sites jumping in to the bottom 3 listing of the first page
for aday and then back out. Some examples of this are:

Diamond:

Coming in from outside the top 30 and ranking in position 9 on Wednesday. Bell and Elephant also coming
in from outside the top 30 and ranking in position 9 and 10 on Thursday:

Now these results are not campaign changing. Even getting to bottom few listings of the first page wont
drive that much traffic - though | guess more traffic than any previous position may have been getting.
However, today we are seeing a new entry at position 1 for the first time in avery long time with Direct
Line:

Coc ;Sle s ETER

| wonder how much traffic/money MoneySupermarket and Confused.com are losing for every hour that
they are not in thelr regular positions of 1 and 2. An important thing to bear in mind is these results are
very temporary. They can change from day to day or even when you refresh the SERP. Y ou need to wait



http://connect.icrossing.co.uk/author/dplatts/

for consistent rankings before you react to any changes, other wise you will never be able to form a useful
strategy.

Onething that isfor certain Google istrying out some new algorithm tweaks and rolling back to previous
Versions.

Could this be preparing the way for the Vince Update that was released in the USA earlier thisyear.
Could it be more fallout following Google?s announcement regardingPR sculpting - although reportedly
that update happened nearly a year ago and so why are we only seeing the effects now?

Would be great to hear your thoughts on what?s a foot with Google and anywhere else we are seeing a
good old fashioned Google Dance!
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