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Last week Y ahoo! announced that their search engine would be supporting the Common Tag ? arecently
released new tagging format for Web pages, to go alongside their Search Monkey functionality. Publishers
will be able to use these new semantic tags to make their content more ?discoverable, connected and

engaging?.

What isa Common Tag?

Tags have been used for along time to organise content online. However, in the absence of acommon
tagging format for Web content, the benefits of tagging have been limited. Individual things like New

Y ork City are often represented by multiple tags (e.g., ?nyc?, new_york_city?, and “newyork?), making
it difficult to organize relatedl content; and it isnt always clear what a particular tag represents - does the
tag 7jaguar? represent the animal, the car company, or the operating system?

Common Tags are defined using RDFa, a standard format for expressing structured data within HTML.

It isworth noting that Google recently announced using RDFa tags to help structure its data ? although at
thistimeis not part of the Common Tag group.
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